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Long before the US drew 
plans for westward expansion, 
the Lakota natives called the 
Great Plains their home.



Illusions of Property, Promise, and Protection





As a result of the end of the Great 
Sioux Wars, the US Congress enacted 

The Black Hills Agreement of 1877.



The Fight to Maintain a Cultural Identity as the US 
Encroached on Land and Lifestyle

Red Cloud, a central-leading 

residing on the Pine Ridge 
Reservation, rapidly secured his 
reputation for defending his 
people from westernization.







The Deterioration of a Nation and the Rise of an 
Impoverished Cultural Identity

While some of these young Sioux 
went against their will, others, 
such as Luther Standing Bear, 

went of their own volition…



The designated land of the 
reservation was often described 
as dry earth with no feasible 
means of promoting irrigation 
and the cultivation of crops.







…the Sioux pressed to memorialize 
and honor the great losses that they 
endured throughout the European-
American expansion into the west.





 

 

 




