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Abstract



The Origins of French Élan



This offensive spirit, or élan as the 
French referred to it, would be what 
drove forth the armies of France in 

their new offensive doctrine.



.

Agency on the Western Front is 
often assigned to Germans….What 
is often overlooked is France’s 
willingness to go on the offensive 
with its own invasion plans. 







 

Technological innovations at the 
start of the war favored defense 

over offense, hampering the 
capacity for an army to conduct 

a war of movement.



The strengthened French 
defense forced Germany to 
devote more and more soldiers 
to their attack.



The Origins of American Élan





American soldiers threw 
themselves upon the Germans 

with a ferocity unlike that of the 
French or British, forcing them 
back from their defensive lines. 



During this wave of allied assaults, 
the relationship between the French 
and Americans began to break down.







with a belief in élan and 
war of movement.




